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The breeding season has
come to an end, babies have
fledged, and we are enjoying
the slow down. We have
taken in about 175 birds this
season, but the year isn’t
quite over yet and | bet we
will hit 200!

We also helped Animal
Services this year with birds
trapped at California Least
Tern nesting sites. The Least
Tern is endangered, and
needs human help to
increase their populations.
Raptors that are preying on
the terns and their young are

captured and released away
from the tern site. This year,
these raptors were mostly
Cooper’s Hawks, a bird-eating
raptor called an accipiter.

| attended the annual Califor-
nia Council for Wildlife
Rehabilitators Symposium in
November. Entitled “Saving
Wildlife, Serving Nature,
there were great speakers
and new ideas about
assessing raptors before
release and making education
programs even better. Good
to learn new things!

We have had a nice turnout of
visitors touring our facility this
year, meeting lots of great
people that have a passion for
raptors and wanting to learn
more. Our education programs
for the year have come to a
close, but we are always looking
forward to next year. Each year,
we meet hundreds of people at
events and special tours, and so
many visitors are grateful for the
experience of getting to see
these amazing birds up close and
personal.

Blessings,
Nancy and John Conney

In 1996, we took a call from the public out in the east county. They
had a hawk that had been sitting on their fence for a week. It never
seem to fly or hunt. We sent two of our team members to assess the
situation. They walked up to the bird, got it contained and returned
back for an evaluation. When Sky Hunters gets a new bird, it gets a
physical, but before we had a chance to evaluate this bird, it hopped

on the team member’s arm!

Continued on Page 2 -

Nancy with Red-tailed Hawk

All Photos by Earl S. Cryer
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Continued from page 1 — \We were suspicious but went on with the physical. The bird was
emaciated— we always check the breast bone, called the keel. If you can feel the keel, the bird is
thin and this thin bird had not had a meal for many days.

We set the hawk up in an enclosure and started twice a day feedings. Whenever it would see us
it would vocalize, begging for food. So someone must have illegally taken this beautiful hawk out
of the nest—since there were no reports of lost falconry birds and it didn’t know how to hunt. An
illegally taken bird that either got away or was let go—We will never know. And we don’t know
exactly how old she is because when found, she already had her red tail. A Red-tailed Hawk
doesn’t get a red tail until it’s a year old. They molt twice a year and after the second molt the
rusty red tail feathers come in. What an injustice that someone would do this to a healthy bird.

When we get a young bird, maybe fallen out of the nest, we wear a camouflage outfit and use a
puppet to feed the youngster so it doesn’t imprint on humans. As soon as it can pick up food on
its own, the bird goes into our flight cage with others of the same species. With exercise for good
strength and learning to catch live little prey, after about 45 days the young bird is returned back
to nature!

But this beautiful female was not prepared
to be in the wild, and has remained with us
for nearly 18 years now. She has some
quirks! While she is great posing for
photos, if someone has sunglasses or a hat
on, she won’t sit still and she may lean
over and quickly snatch the hat! She only
allows Nancy, John or volunteer Lara into
her enclosure to clean—others are chased
out.

She is a large female, about two feet tall
with a four foot wingspan. She goes out about 24 times a year, to campgrounds, nature centers,
and local parks to help us teach others about raptors and their conservation.

What a privilege to have this remarkable bird as part of our education program for all these years!
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The Red-tailed Hawk has a raspy scream that sounds exactly like a raptor should
sound. At least, that’s what Hollywood directors seem to think. Whenever a hawk
or eagle appears onscreen, no matter what species, the shrill cry on the sound-
track is almost always a Red-tailed Hawk. It’s one of the largest birds in North
America, yet even the biggest females weigh in at only about 3 pounds.

This species has a wide range of coloration—mostly brown above and pale below,
with a streaked belly and, on the wing underside, a dark bar between shoulder
and wrist. The tail is usually pale below and cinnamon-red above, though in young
birds it’s brown and banded. “Dark-phase” birds are all chocolate-brown with a warm
—_— red tail. “Rufous-phase” birds are reddish-brown on
Futcoamaenss the chest with a dark belly.

Red-tailed Hawk
(Buteo jamaicensis)

Courting Red-tailed Hawks put on a display—soaring in wide circles at a great height.
The male dives steeply, then shoots up again at an angle nearly as steep. After several
of these swoops he approaches the female from above, extends his legs, and touches
her briefly. Sometimes, the pair grab onto one other, clasp talons, and plummet in
spirals toward the ground before pulling away. Red-tailed Hawks have been seen
hunting as a pair, guarding opposite sides of the same tree to catch squirrels. Mam-
mals make up most of the diet. The oldest known Red-tailed Hawk was 28 years 10
LEGEND months old—a captive bird; in the wild, the life span is about 4 years. This species has a
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large range and is listed as a species of Least Concern by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature.

R e by KotusaSenie Thanks to Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology for species information—http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-
tailed_Hawk/id and the IUCN for status information— http://cms.iucn.org/

ﬁ Thank you so very much to ¥

our dedicated volunteers.

ﬁ We couldn’t do it

without you! ﬁ
o

Cathy Harrell

# Travis and Whitney Gray &

Shawnee Williams »

Donations keep Sky Hunters going in our mission to
rescue and educate about raptors. Here’s how you
can help:

&
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Purchase: \We have screech owl and barn owl boxes, ﬁ
tee shirts, and greeting cards with our birds’

pictures for sale. They make great gifts! Give us a call ﬁ
at 619-445-6565.

Donate: Use Pay Pal by going to our website at:
http://skyhunters.org/funding.html
Click on the funding link and scroll down to the

Make a Donation button. Terry Lockwood

Sponsor: Fill out the application on this newsletter to
join or sponsor at the support level that’s right for you!

DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!
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c/o Nancy Conney y
PO Box 1275 UR sy, PPom
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Name
Street Apt #
City State Zip
Phone
Email
Enclosed is my tax deductible gift!
Member
815 Student/Senior
7)) Individual
875 Family

Sponsor CHECK ONE RAPTOR OF YOUR CHOICE IN THE CATEGORY

$75 Kite American Kestrel Burrowing Owl Screech Owl Pygmy Owl
_____S100 Red-tailed Hawk __ Harris’ Hawk Peregrine Falcon

__ $100 __ GreatHornedOwl ___ BarnOwl

8250 ___ BaldEagle ____ Golden Eagle

%%%%%%%%ﬁ%#
#%%ﬁ%%%%%%

TR

SKY HUNTERS

. ¢/o Nancy Conney
PO Box 1275
Lakeside, CA 92040




	WINTER 2013

	NOTES FROM THE NEST

	             Sky Hunters

				Raptor Education and Rehabilitation

	WINTER 2013

	             Sky Hunters

	Page 2

	Page #

	Your Help Counts! 

	Sky Hunters Depends on You!

	Red-tailed Hawk

	(Buteo jamaicensis)

	Visit our website @ www.skyhunters.org

	THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



